
 

Bloomington woman accused of elaborate 

plot in mother-in-law’s death 

By: Ryan Denham  |  September 14, 2011  

 

Misook Wang, 45, of Bloomington is charged with three counts of murder and one count of 
concealment of a homicidal death. (Courtesy photo by McLean County Sheriff's Department) 

BLOOMINGTON – A 45-year-old woman was charged Wednesday with staging an elaborate 
plot to trick her mother-in-law into coming to Bloomington and then choking her to death and 
burying the body in a Will County forest preserve. 
Misook Wang, of Tracy Drive, was charged with three counts of murder and one count of 
concealment of a homicide in the death of Wenlan “Linda” Tyda, 70, of Crest Hill, Ill. 
Prosecutors say Wang and her husband had been having marital problems, and that Wang drove 
to Crest Hill recently to confront Tyda about her getting involved. After that, Wang allegedly 
made travel plans for her husband to go to California on Sept. 4-6. 
Prosecutors say Wang went to a Twin City Chinese restaurant asking if anyone could speak 
Chinese. She allegedly paid a hostess $20 to call Tyda and pretend she was in need of a 
translator who could drive to Bloomington and transport a client to a Chinese school in Chicago. 
Tyda, who worked as a translator, accepted the job and drove to Bloomington early on Labor 
Day, Sept. 5. 
Tyda was then reported missing, and Crest Hill police traced her last-known cell phone activity 
to Bloomington. After others were interviewed, Wang arrived at Bloomington police 
headquarters Monday with several injuries to her arms and legs, prosecutors said. Search 
warrants were obtained on Wang, her home and business. A garbage bag containing Tyda’s ID 
and cut-up credit cards were found outside Wang’s business, prosecutors said. 
Wang allegedly admitted to luring Tyda to Bloomington. But Wang claimed the 70-year-old 
attacked her first Sept. 5 in the parking lot outside Wang’s business, Kim’s Sewing and 



Accessories, 2412 E. Washington St., authorities said. Wang said she choked Tyda, dragged her 
inside her business and hid her body there until the next day, when she loaded the body in a 
plastic container and drove it to the Des Plaines Wildlife Preserve. 
Prosecutors say Wang on Tuesday agreed to show police where she buried the victim. An 
autopsy showed the victim died of apparent strangulation. 
Wang was being held in the McLean County jail on $1 million bond. She is due back in court at 
10 a.m. Sept. 23 for an arraignment. She was appointed a public defender. 
“Our office will work tirelessly to obtain justice for Linda and her family,” McLean County First 
Assistant State’s Attorney Jane Foster said in a statement. 
Bloomington police was also assisted in the investigation by Illinois State Police, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources and the Will County coroner’s office. 
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