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GLT Teams With Suspect Convictions
Podcast to Examine 1998 Bloomington Murder
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WGLT, Bloomington-Normal’s public media, is partnering with the popular true crime
podcast Suspect Convictions to explore the 1998 murder of a 3-year-old Bloomington girl,
Christina McNeil.
Barton McNeil was convicted of killing his daughter, Christina, but has long maintained his
innocence. He says his ex-girlfriend was the real killer—the same woman who 13 years later was
convicted in a second McLean County murder. Now serving a life sentence in a southern Illinois
prison, McNeil is pursuing exoneration with help from the Illinois Innocence Project.
Season 2 of Suspect Convictions will focus on the McNeil case. Each episode of Suspect
Convictions will be broadcast during GLT’s Sound Ideas every Friday at noon and 6 p.m., starting
Oct. 27. The podcast will also be available through popular apps like Apple iTunes and Stitcher.
Every episode and additional materials will first be available at WGLT.org.
Suspect Convictions producer Scott Reeder will partner with GLT News Director Emeritus Willis
Kern on Season 2. The show’s successful first season, chronicling a 1990 Quad Cities murder,
was a joint production with WVIK Quad Cities 90.3 FM.
“Scott’s partnership with fellow public radio station WVIK in the Quad Cities for the show’s first
season was a great success,” said GLT general manager R.C. McBride. “WGLT is the perfect
home for this kind of in-depth journalism. I know our audience will look forward to hearing and
reading the work, and I hope this platform provides an opportunity for the GLT news team’s
work to find a new audience.”
Reeder is a veteran freelance journalist based in Springfield.
“After 30 years in the news business, I’m honored to work with a journalist of the caliber of
Willis Kern. He is a man of integrity and skill,” Reeder said. “Together we will explore intricacies
of the murder of Christina McNeil and provide our listeners with differing perspectives on the
evidence. We hope to honor the memory of this precious, little girl and help ensure justice is
done."
GLT’s Sound Ideas, the station’s flagship newsmagazine show, airs at noon and 6 p.m. every
weekday. It also streams at WGLT.org and is available on the NPR One app.
Suspect Convictions’ first season is available at SuspectConvictions.com.

###
About WGLT
WGLT public radio is an NPR member station licensed to Illinois State and has been a part of the
School of Communication since 1997. The station has been honored with scores of regional and
national awards for excellence by the Associated Press, Kaleidoscope, Public Radio News
Directors, Inc. and the prestigious Edward R. Murrow awards from the Radio Television Digital
News Association. Over the decades, support from the University and the community has
allowed GLT to become a full service public radio station, serving a central Illinois audience
approaching 30,000 listeners a week at 89.1 FM, as well as a growing digital presence with users
all over the world via WGLT.org, social media channels and NPR One app.

