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June 1st, 2015 

 

 

An open letter to all supporters of his cause from Barton 

 

Greetings and thanks for visiting my website or Facebook page!  In prison, I have 

no access to a computer so I’m not able to monitor this site, post updates, or 

write to its many visitors. Those who manage my website and Facebook page 

have busy lives of their own, and often aren’t able to attend to it as much as I’d 

like, but I’m grateful for their efforts, nonetheless. 

 

Occasionally I get to see a printout from the site which looks to be a list of 

FRIENDS and another list of LIKES. Computer literate back in 1998, since then I’ve 

not even touched a keyboard (as they are now allowed in prison) and I’m not very 

familiar with the ins and outs of Facebook that came along after my incarceration 

began.  Yet it looks to me as if some of you are repeat visitors to this site, or have 

spent a lot of time here, or both. Though most of the FRIENDS and LIKES names 

on the printouts are not familiar to me, I thank you for your interest.  And if 

you’ve viewed the contents of this site at any length, hopefully you all realize that 

I’m not the villain that McLean County legal system judged me to be. 

 

During my first decade in prison, I had very little contact with the outside world. 

Unknown to many, my genuine innocence amounted to nothing. Years passed 

without receiving a single visit from anyone. Even incoming mail was very rare. 

 

From the contents of this Facebook page you’re aware that my innocence is now 

widely recognized, thanks in large part to the arrest and prosecution of Misook 

Nowlin for her only – recent most murder (of her mother-in-law) Linda Tyda with 

whom she bludgeoned and strangled to death.  Nowlin, and her family and 

friends of cohorts, you gathered from this site or on Facebook, were who I’ve 

long maintained were surely behind the 1998 murder of my daughter, Christina 

McNeil.  The Nowlin’s were indeed treated as suspects by authorities themselves 

back then with Misook administered a Polygraph exam for which she failed on 

the most basic of questions such as whether she murdered Christina (polygraphs 

unfortunately are not admissible as evidence).  More recently, once the truth 

became more widely known about the Nowlin’s murderous wickedness, 

Christina’s prospects for finally receiving justice brightened, as did my own. 
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While I’m very pleased at the interest my wrongful conviction has garnered and 

all of the good will directed my way, some things haven’t changed at all.  Today 

incoming mails is as rare as always, despite the now wider, late coming 

recognition of my innocence. Though some have been very active on my behalf 

in many other ways for which I’m thankful, those who I can still call family are few, 

far away, and lead busy lives of their own. 

 

Since you are reading these words on my website or Facebook page, regarding 

the death of my late daughter and the ongoing injustices she continues to suffer 

from, even in death, and about my own many hardships which pale by 

comparison, you all know me far better than I know you. From a few printouts 

while it looks like some of you are repeat visitors to this site, or have spent a 

number of hours here, I would be privileged to trade letters with you if you were 

ever inclined. Were I able, I would go ahead and write to you myself. But without 

access to a computer and knowing nothing of your mailing address, it’s physically 

impossible for me to do so. 

 

Some of you may have known me “back in the day,” or know other persons 

mentioned on these pages regarding my case.  Some may be Bloomington area 

residents. You might have even heard bits and pieces of information relating to 

my child’s killers beyond what’s on these pages. Obviously, the merest scrap of 

information or even rumor would be of great interest to our long pursuit of 

justice. 

 

Beyond that, I’d be pleased to receive a letter from any visitor on this page. An 

avid letter-writer myself, I can trade thoughts on any number of subjects and on 

any level, from the light-hearted to the serious minded. Do me the favor and I’ll 

promptly reply.  Below is my address you can reach me at. 

 

Thanks again for your interest, and thanks for considering my effort to make a 

new friend. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barton 

 

Barton McNeil K75924 

P.O. Box 1000 

Menard, Il 62259 
 


